ft 4CWMJ 



U m / Far 




'3 



} Arr 

■hjfu^ 



$ h j 0v\ PCivMa^ r jfv/j~ 



h#u> 

If the heavyweight champion of the world everjf wants to change his ns me, 

I hove a good suggestion for him. TL+ is, FP h e Of&frif *l /trf th tfF* )n*t+*e } ru 

•fW*' i-fj ftujlhfit «■ jhnit&f h> J J> r >* c ^ e s. 

After ell, there ere many Muhammed Ali’s is the wot Id. There are no 
current statistics on how many have adopted thisjion- slave" name in the United 



St-tes, hut in the original muslims lands, Auhammed Ali is no more unusual than 
JohnSmith/nrid the world’s bdsxing champion is, ss he says, "the greatest", and 

he nay decide he should have a less ordinary monicker, 

,f omd SfMis44 Jr*' 

.nen that day comes, nd because he certainly wants a name that connotes 

anything but slavery, I have just the name for him; 
r 

Gss^ius llarcellus GlayJ 
What a man! 



If anybody in the Mft-middle of the last century had a proper claim to be'Ap 



f. 



^8-Uad."the greatest", it was Cssius Marcellus Clay. In finhtine, that is^sny 



kind of fighting. Then it came to serious fighting, the original Casius marcellus 

dft-' 

Olay was what you might call a triple-triple-threat man. I-^Jjle^had a fourth 




Kir*' pf » 

forte; hifa^wy-iBAnen't. ^+./ But in thos^thras, as I said, what a man! 

f\ ' 



As a physical fighter, he excelled in three divisions; fists, Bowie knives 



and six guns. His [.other categories were editorials and husbands. 




Unlike his more famous relative, Henry Clay, there w ss no compromise ii 



Casius wsrcellus. History does record that in compromises, Henry was "the greats?" . 
History tends to gloss over violence, except for wars, rbcut 

£t> the Clay who was the triple "greatest" jj&> l&cM 



For anyone wanting a non-slave name, what history does tell us 
^the v 



that in this 




department, if not WHSP^asius Marcellus Clay was certainly -» W of “the greatest". 
Of s lithe daring, dangerous careers a man could make his own, in his day there 
was nothing fraught with the- neril^of the Original Casius Marcellus" s. I 



ie was an 



abolitionist editor in slave territory. Does this strike your fancy, 

Muhammad Alii •Utwj -fktif -fioK Ch # * 

m- .. . S. 

" ae original Casius ^arcellus also set the style for the as-yet- unborn 



e in Paris, Ay., he 



stars of the TV westerns. ..hen he left his newspaper’s of fie 

, , A C* *-*/>*, Wyl. 

tooK one step, looked stri^ght ahead, then examfted the terrain on both sides 



i nx?A 



before proceeding^en were practically standing in line to kill him. IhLetimes 
he was awn. ambushed, i^oluding inside his office. That was a little rougher than 



\ 16-ounce gloves. 

V. 




In fact, its a wonder his descendants haven’t sued Matt- Dillon and his colleague^ 




$ I h fh& 'ikctj ftp t 

(^X/^O count was ever made the number of aortal combats (this kind^.s not 
quite the seme as the bum-shoulder variety) Cssius Marcellus the original Clay 
fought, but they -ere many. In his earlier day,' there were no knockouts against 



him, although men he wa an old man, one count did 



seem to haunt him. Lore of that 



later. But In Paris, he won every fight. His rules were what might be termed ''T 



ne 



Larguis of Cssius." The man v/ho came at him with fists got fists. The knife- T ^*e 
wielder got a knife, and the gunman got bullets. 

£>rt 

All his Paris fights YE use this term to distinguish them from his later, 
° r "‘©scow, f ightsVwere fought on principle, or at least it is presumed they were. 



xhe nature of the mo scow engagements tend to question this presumption, but there 
is no conclusive contrary evidence. Generally, the Paris fights followed the 
appearance of his newspaper. His newspaper was characterized by eloquent, un- 
quenchable attacks on the institution of slavery, real leA#l slavery, not the 



/r< M&> 

figure -of 'speeen jjs'uixen* abolitionism was the bed-rock of his editorial poli c.y 

h*n perify»fr( cr&C^, J 
rr-A — — > . u/oo/' 

{jrh$5 vigorous paper, as^its editor, yi’or^r dedicated to the scourging of this in- 



humanity. 

^ach i Sous had its own condemnation, its new criticism, its new reporting 
of facts and names. In an area where most men held different opinions, and in which 
opinions were strongly held, the peper was practically the repeating Intercontinental 




promotions, Inc. There we.e no ; Sonny Listons to hold stock in it, but it served 
the same purpose,* it promote delights. ,, s . 

NoJ>ody was a more rabid fan of Cassius -aareellus the Original Olay than 
-'resident -ibraham L incoln. Hr. Lincoln had no actuarial tables to consult, but 
common sense told him that, with all the men his man had splattered over the 



Bluegrsss, sooner or later that number would come up. He was very fond of his 
fighter ena wantei no harm to befall him, so he decided to get hif^cnt of 

'i'-j m'h/t/c'w-ti 

country ^±e~ma4e him an a mbs ssa do jgj sum! ‘ Mo scow was about as far away from 



;ne 



Kentucky as it was possible to get in those days, sfef silver-tongued, maratten 







talking, as yet^only . double-threat (( presumesblyn crusader was sent to the 



Imperial court 

lour. .<he the r 

W ti y 

his ^juslifi cation in the fourth forte, diplomacy, aff^ great enough to warrant 

it” in that e-njabW- rmp^ti ^ « lt-' n p” 

^/#’4r k 

view Of his rvhnari 1 a n— -i ~ ° t’" ii i 



calling him "the greatest' 



gh-his survival, in 



, strongly do ier 



-till; 



Cjtyioirb'i ji — J 

(Competition was tough and the new Ambassador had a couple, of strike!' against 
him to begin with. He wasn’t riel}:, and the locals were loaded. He was a small "d" 



democrat and they all claimed their blood was blu^ a**4-They sported noble titles^ 




/recent history sug~ sts was a very s tron- ad^nt - ( ^ m • ., 

b y oT:AOri * savantrgef. -rdmsrily, it would 

seem that a man who inveighed - , . . . ft- lAttsyirth*-- 

- ;A **u»t rojBlty mo nobility snu - — 

-fMvu [>W%, JhitU.jtfc. w i *. # t> /« ^ jv’«fe. If (/ c. <.?•>- 

PH Hi retentional 9 v 

v - J?#r hvchiukt a*J P-t rfh**! ^ 



some 






Those noble, royal Hussi^S/'vi rt-ua 1 iv (n, „v.„ ^ - eU*f/a/ 

**** lrtJaLiy (or should 1 ss y virtual) threw themselves 

at the American ambassador. The more he preached democracy and equality, the —jal ^ 

il . d. ft ( Wb^Mrf , ' - » 



he fascleated^SlSTyou subscribe to the "where there is smote there Is £1**- 
flre" school, you might hero trouble hollowing It, but there wens stories gelore 
princesses panting after his carriage uttering the ±Slh nineteenth century 

equivalent of the Beetle Call; of duchesses pounding on the dmbessy door late 

r „H^ vfcJfe ^ 
htJ&UUbm 



at night demanding entrance^ of looocif ig. 



grabbing and smothering him with 



Hsees in public, one account had to do with a lovesmitten lady throwing herself 

k+s ft- i>£^i jarfu l fanh tCSL / 

in front of *V°«rri8gg^other had ^ee-Hiding inn, wsitin i for him to leave 

the Boyal palace. There certainly was nonsuch thing as a language barrier, whatever 

Bussian the americen ambassador learned, it didn’t include the word. -met" 

diltiKHUjo » n4 Dv- /Z*sr/ 4 „ ivi^e-p. ho* rt<, * 

Finally, a member of the Czar's immediate family became iavolveMrhe Czar 

seemed willing to tolerBte democratic preachings in his court and he found it 
possible to live with an ambassador who had no o^^tltSs, no royal blood. But 



the prospect of an abolitionist Ivanov of- Romanov was too much 




6 



IjS A M M*0 tt+*4 j'i i 4 * nj M t 4 //V 

bff"V #1 a»i ^ d<}(t *r) Af / 1 kt (• k tfif*'''* 



So, 'this romantic figure in a court renowned for its moral flexibility, 

cpufi4s &*a~4 ^ 

having survived the wrath of cuckolded ~ aa wr jo princes, z&ukeSj and loeooj royalty, 

4 . 



found his political principles an insurmountable obstacle to his continued ft 



in fas s* fa 



u t il ■ ran ^nh ns TB i^r a«* j^e was called home. Earlier, I suggested some might 

find his Moscow battiagf mt fought on principle, ii a ^re- )hls is quibbling. I believe 
’’whet’s good enough for a ^pince is good enough for me’’ to be a sound, egalitarian 



precept . 



k\ fk* 4hc, rey+i rt4fc4&t 



u n any e verify 

ow 4 



C a situs Marcellus the Original Olay was back in 



the Bijrae grass the Civil Jar was overa ct hat •i - ugue ' wee decidpd^- c »&fl"hf ~t i nii n. r "W 1 

A ° 




mf 



l | f.tgrC^ man ■ Historically, his career just peters out at this point. 

Some years lajer, according to ClayS I ImovA^rtf^probity has never been 



questioned, a foreign lady accompanied by a teen-age boy combed the Bluegrass 

shi Ml if* ft* ctifef ti fflriuir A '-' r * ^ A t._ J 

looking for kid^vive^ the obvious. Qm£{ here the story of the 

first, the one and ohly^Casius Marcel lus Clay ends, iA\ H ®T<* o4 >h tf l 

A V 

j-sfeser pears 



G> 



X Not far 



from Paris, in another city in Kentucky twenty- 



ago, 8 young man of a different race was born. He had the gift of gab of the 

his/ 1 skill, aatf c^uAt-dj 

former editor-ambassadorjxSap^fightingy spirit and passion, and ?er y recently 



similar 



tfcU W\** y 



claasod a. devotion to 

A 



V |f\U ^ 

to ^inciple. Jfeclai 



imed that in fighting he was "the greatest’’ 



vKa* 

and then proved it, which is the hard way. n ^s E to^f r SSe" n atne Muliamnied Ali became 







f 



kt to 



it is not s "slave” name. 



r L' — lou.aly end ’nroperly 






against" slavery" in. any form, even in names . 



If he ever vents to adopt a less or 



a inary name than I.iuha-nmed lli, one 



that truly honors his country and his pugilistic achievements, and 



one that 



carries 

pre-eminently wawtethe very oprositfa 



n of a "slave" connotation, I have. 



as -L began by saying, a good suggestion for him. 



1 recommend he cell himself "Cassius .larcellus Clay 




